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Chairman’s Report Jan ‘20

Hello Everyone,

As you may imagine, writing this in early December with Christmas fast approaching is too late to proffer a Merry Xmas, 
but just not too late to wish everyone a Happy New Year!

Looking back to the summer of 2019, the Garden Party must rank as being our most significant event, so much so that 
it warrant’s its own report.  (see further)  The annual Open Meeting at Lenham was well supported and dealt primarily 
with the question of understanding our perception of the Associations place in the early 21st century so as to aid 
the Management Committee’s work in deciding how best to take us forward with regard to related issues and future 
membership.

For the coming year, plans to celebrate our 125th anniversary in 2022 will be prominent amongst our thoughts and 
we welcome all members ideas as to the most appropriate form of celebration.  Your branch MC representative will be 
pleased to hear from you and will pass on any contributions for discussion as we hope to put on something special and 
memorable!  Also this year we have the AGM returning to the Upchurch Golf Club care of the Medway branch, a venue 
that has done us proud on several past occasions and the Spring Lunch hosted this time by Whitstable branch at the 
Whitstable Rugby Club, a new venue to us but well recommended.

Finally, our website has now reached a stage of development making it not only easy to navigate in aiding the public to 
make contact but also extremely useful to us the membership – please take a look if you haven’t discovered its treasures, 
with up to date items on upcoming County and Branch events and lots more. (amkkm.org.uk)

With Best Wishes for the coming year and thanks to all those who have done so much to support the Association in 
recent times,

David Woodnott
County Chairman.

Although this article is written in December,  it is anticipated that the Association will end the year with a small deficit.  
This is due to the Association subsidising the July Garden Party which, I am sure you will agree, was an excellent event.

The Association ‘s investments, and those of the Benevolent Charity and the Educational Charity, have all increased in 
value this year, more than offsetting losses incurred in 2018.

In January 2019, the Charity Commission approved our requested changes to the objectives of the Educational Charity 
thus enabling the Association to transfer £20,000 from the Maurice Palmer bequest into that Charity.

Both charities are in a sound financial position and were able to meet all applications for assistance; both have reserves 
should further applications be made in 2020.

John Kingsmell

Treasurer’s Report Jan ‘20
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Our lottery received a total of 94 entries for the year. This raised a total of £2,426 which meant that the Association 
gained £1,200 for its general fund and £1,200 for the 10 monthly prizes. These figures again show a fall in income from 
the previous year and as you will note only just managed to meet the totals required to keep the prizes at their current 
level. You will have received a copy of the lottery form for 2020, either at a branch meeting or with this magazine, and 
hope that you will give serious consideration to buying a ticket  (or tickets) for £10 each so that for 2020 we might show 
an increase in income and may even be able to go back to having 3 prizes each month.

Below is a list of winners numbers for 2019 and the branch to which they belong. If a number states “branch” that 
indicates that those tickets were purchased for the branch and not for individuals. Congratulations to Chislehurst Branch 
who have done very well this year.

Lottery Report and Winners List for 2019

Winners for 2019

Mar      1st    107     Deal Branch                     2nd       196     Whitstable

April    1st     95       Whitstable                       2nd        6         Medway

May     1st     114    Medway Branch             2nd       127     Medway Branch

June    1st     191    Chislehurst Branch        2nd       19       Medway

July      1st     160    Deal                                   2nd        184     Chislehurst Branch

Aug      1st    39       Canterbury                      2nd        20       Medway

Sept     1st    182    Chislehurst Branch        2nd        114     Medway Branch

Oct       1st    212    Tonbridge &TW              2nd        157     Medway

Nov      1st    185    Chislehurst Branch        2nd        76       Medway

Dec      1st     50      Canterbury                      2nd         5         Medway

Ken Palmer
Lottery Promoter

Each year the Canterbury branch – on behalf of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men -  organises a short service to 
remember the fallen sons and daughters of Kent, killed in the two Great Wars and other conflicts. This has been held in 
the Kent County War Memorial Garden in the precincts of Canterbury Cathedral each year since 1920. 

At the outset the procession to the Memorial Garden halted at the Memorial in the Precinct Wall dedicated to the 4th 
Lord Harris, who had established the War Memorial Garden, and wreaths were laid by Mrs. Sally Waters on behalf of 
the County Society and by Tony Monteuuis on behalf of the Band of Brothers.  Lord Harris was the first President of the 
Association of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men.

Wreaths were laid at the War Memorial by the Lord Mayor of Canterbury,  Cllr. Terry Westgate, by the Deputy Chairman 
of the Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men, Mrs. Sally Waters and by Lady Rose Kingsdown, representing the Old 
Stagers. It was a moving ceremony and we were grateful to a member of the Canterbury City Band who sounded the Last 
Post and Reveille.

Canterbury Cathedral Garth Service

Sheila Cragg
Canterbury Branch
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Men of Kent or Kentish Men 
- is there a difference?

We all know (I hope) that Men and Maids of Kent are born on the south and east side of the River Medway and Kentish 
Men and Maids are born on the north and west side, closer to London. But, is the differentiation more than just arbitrary?

Today, people tend to think of Kent as a single county, with few differences between the east and the west parts. A few 
hundred years ago, however, the River Medway was a significant barrier to travel with only a limited number of crossing 
points. Initially these were fords, later wooden bridges, and by the fourteenth century more substantial stone structures, 
such as the bridges at Aylesford, East Farleigh and Yalding.  As a result, there was in ancient times only limited interaction 
between people in the east and the west of the county.

In the fifth century, shortly after the departure of the Romans, the Jutes invaded Britain. They landed at Pegwell Bay 
and moved north and west to take control of the south east corner of what we now call England, and established the 
Kingdom of Kent. Initially they lived in relative harmony with the Britons; however, quarrels soon broke out and, as 
a result, there were major battles at Aylesford in 455 and in the following year near what is now Crayford. The Jutes 
defeated the indigenous people, and many of the latter fled the county heading across the Medway towards London, 
leaving most of Kent to the invaders.

The King of Kent, Hengist, then brought in more Jutes to settle the north-west of the county. These most likely came 
mainly from the Frisian Island, making them a slightly different tribe from the original Jute settlers. In addition, many 
Angles and Saxons from elsewhere in Britain relocated to Kent, for the most part staying north and west of the Medway.

As a result, there were distinct differences between the populations in the two parts of the county, these differences have 
been recognised in a number of ways. At the beginning of the seventh century, for example, Kent was unique among 
the counties of England by being divided into two dioceses. In the late seventh century Kent was ruled by co-Kings, one 
in the east and one in the west. From the fifteenth to the eighteenth centuries each part of the county had its own court 
system, with quarter sessions (the local courts which were held four times a year) being held separately for each part. For 
many years, Kent had two parliamentary constituencies: East and West Kent. Also, each part of the county had its own 
army regiment: the Queen’s Own Royal West Kent Regiment and the Royal East Kent Regiment – the Buffs. With these 
differences, it is not surprising the people in Kent came to be seen as two distinct groups.

I have been unable to find any documentation to explain why the terms Men of Kent and Kentish Men were chosen for 
the two groups. Presumably, as they were located ‘deeper’ into the county, the Men of Kent were seen as being totally 
of the county, while the Kentish Men were less ‘purebred.’ The story on which I was brought up is that when William of 
Normandy invaded England in 1066, the Men of Kent stood up to him and the Kentish men surrendered. Certainly, it is 
true that on his way to London William the Conqueror was harassed by the people of Kent, but he chose not to fight and, 
consequently, he did not defeat them.

Subsequently, in exchange for agreeing to submit to Norman rule, the people of Kent were allowed to retain many of 
their traditional rights and privileges – but how much of this is due just to the Men of Kent, I don’t know. But being a Man 
of Kent I liked the story, and it was repeated on the BBC Website.

Today, many of the 800+ Members of The Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men were not born in the county, as 
this is no longer a requirement for membership, and many of those who were born here are not ‘purebred.’ My mother 
was a Kentish Maid and my father, I am sorry to have to admit, came from Hampshire.

So, while there is clearly an historical differentiation between the two groups, this has all but disappeared in the modern 
world, where people freely cross from one side of the Medway to the other without thinking about it.

Tim Meadley

*This article was inspired by a pamphlet published by the Association in the late 1960s entitled ‘Ancient History and   
Legends of the County of Kent’ by T.A. Bushell. Some of the information in this article is taken from that pamphlet.
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Having watched a wonderful television programme showing the garden at Buckingham Palace, it occurred to me as to 
whether The Association of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men had ever given to The Queen the plants which have special 
significance to us in the County of Kent . 

I did a little research and I could find no record of such a gift having been made. So I raised it at the Committee Meeting 
of the Tonbridge and Tunbridge Wells branch i.e. that we should try and further this. They felt that it would be a small 
but heart felt thanks to Her Majesty for all that she has done for our County of Kent, and so I was asked to progress it. I 
wrote to The Queen offering her an Holm Oak tree, 2 types of ‘Maid of Kent ‘roses and a Hop plant, Kent’s official flower. 
I had a reply that The Queen would be happy to receive these plants for the garden of Buckingham Palace. I was asked 
to contact Mr. Mark Lane, the Palace’s Garden Manager. I subsequently discussed with him as to what time of the year 
would fit in best with his planting programme and so December was chosen. 

Then started the search for the availability of these plants and I was helped by Mr .Terry Shead the owner of The 
Brookside Garden Centre at East Peckham. I managed to get a hop plant from Canterbury and Mr Shead was going to 
organise the Holm Oak tree of about 4-5 foot tall and the 2 Maid of Kent roses. Our first problem was that Mr. Shead’s 
transport was not allowed to enter London because of the Congestion  Charge and because of the age of his diesel 
vehicle. Here I enlisted the help of my nephew, Ben Lilly, who has a flat bed truck and he agreed to take the plants and 
myself to The Palace. Then we both had to go through a Security check. So the day of delivery arrived. When we went 
to collect the tree and the rose bushes we were surprised to find that the Holm Oak tree was over 14 foot in length. 
We managed to get it loaded albeit with an overhang, but the rose tree breeders had not been able to lift the required 
specimens as the ground was too wet. Ben and I took the tree through the centre of London to the Palace where we had 
to report and to have our Security Documents processed. We met Mr. Lane and drove through the Palace Garden to the 
garden’s plant and machinery depot. Here we handed over the tree and the hop plant to Mr. Lane who was especially 
delighted with the Holm Oak. I told Mr. Lane that I would arrange to deliver the Maid of Kent roses a couple of weeks 
after Christmas when they could be lifted. 

I also gave to Mr.Lane a brief synopsis as to why the Holm Oak was important to The Men of  Kent and Kentish Men  i.e. 
it’s branches were used as cover when they ambushed William I at Ebbsfleet where the treaty was agreed that the people 
of Kent would accept him as King on the proviso that he allowed us to keep our old traditions such as Gavelkind.  I also 
gave him the information that The Fair Maid of Kent was married to The Black Prince and she was acclaimed as the most 
beautiful lady in the Kingdom.

And so in that way our project was successfully completed.

Richard  Maylam

Plants from Kent to Buckingham Palace

My time at university thus far has been an incredible experience. I am a second year student currently studying BSc 
Geography (Physical) at the University of Reading. My degree involves studying sustainable development, flood 
management and numerous physical processes such as Natural Hazards and Climatology.

This year I have been working with an external client from the Environment Agency, carrying out field studies and 
questionnaires in order to record examples of Natural Flood management in the area. Alongside this, I assessed local 
knowledge regarding Sustainable Flood defence and its importance in the catchment. This has been a very valuable 
aspect to my learning as it has required me to help provide solutions to a complicated, contemporary issue; flooding. 
This multifaceted task requires me to give maximum consideration for local ecology and wildlife, whilst attempting to 
improve the areas local amenity value.

Furthermore, I have been prompted to attain skills in the Geographical Information Skills computer software, ArcGIS. An 
increasingly vital aspect of Town Planning and Sustainable Development and so a valuable skill to take forward into my 
future employment. These modules have been of particular use to me due to my ambition to work in Town Planning and 
aid in providing sustainable solutions. 

AMKKM Bursary Recipient
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A schoolboy first aider from Dover, Logan Chatfield, 
won the “Young Hero” category at St John Ambulance’s 
annual “Everyday Heroes” awards.

Just a week after learning what to do when someone 
suffers a heart attack, Logan – then aged 10 – helped 
save his granddad’s life. “It feels incredible to win 
this award” said Logan. “ Just being nominated was 
amazing but to win couldn’t be better.  It’s like nothing 
else could be as good as it feels right now; to know 
that I helped someone who means the world to me.  
Without my granddad, I just don’t know what my life 
would be like”

The St. John Ambulance Cadet was woken by his 
nan at 7am on July 6, 2018 because his granddad 
– Paul Walsh – was in severe pain.  After assessing 
the situation, Logan asked his nan, Brenda, to call 
999 and then, using the skills he had learned in 
cadet training the week before, helped his granddad 
into the optimum comfortable sitting position and 
loosened Paul’s clothing at the neck, chest and waist. 
Remaining calm throughout Logan asked his nan to 
fetch a neighbour (a nurse) while answering the 999 
operator’s questions.  When the ambulance arrived, he 
helped by giving the crew as much information about 
his granddad that he could.  Paul was taken to hospital 
for emergency surgery and has since recovered well.

“I feel honoured that Logan has won; if it wasn’t for 
him, the chances are that I wouldn’t be here – he 
deserves this so much” added Paul. In November 
2019, Logan, Paul and Brenda were presented to HRH 
Princess Anne at St. John Ambulance H.Q. in London.

Grandson of Member wins award

A major aspect of my degree has involved fieldwork. Last year I visited Bristol to carry out investigations into 
regeneration schemes around the old dockyard, and then ventured to Glastonbury to study culture and sense of place. 
Finally, we visited a nature reserve called ‘Shapwick Heath’, where we cored deep underground and used the sediments 
obtained to find out the climate, vegetation type and geology of the past 12,000 years.

The grant which has been generously gifted to me by the Men of Kent and Kentish Men will be of great benefit to me 
and my university experience. The money will be used towards a field trip to Naples, where I will be further boosting my 
skills in the field and also give me the opportunity to visit a beautiful city. Alongside the obvious academic aspects of 
university life, it has been a fantastic opportunity for me to enhance my general life skills and my social life. Living away 
from home has dropped me in the deep-end and encouraged me to manage my own life, financial responsibilities and 
become more responsible for my wellbeing.

Overall, so far, University has provided me with attributes essential for prosperity in the real world. It has allowed me 
to help provide solutions towards modern problems and use technology used in the workplace. Furthermore, the 
improvement of my own personal skills will be invaluable when tackling life beyond education. The help offered by you 
will make it possible for me to further cherish university life, and hopefully get the best out of my degree.

By Sam Cowdry
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Friday July 26th 2019 will I’m sure be remembered for some time as the day we truly celebrated the continuing wellbeing 
of our Association.  Proposed in late 2017 as a ‘hoped for’ possibility, by Richard Maylam and John Richman , members 
of the TTW Branch. These were the early days of the then new Management Committee which was making sufficient 
progress to be able to think seemingly far into the future and consider what might be an appropriate way to mark the 
hoped for outcome.  Several venues were suggested and investigated, finally settling on a garden party at Hadlow 
Manor as the best option.  It was decided to promote an ‘Afternoon Tea’ style lunch with some form of entertainment as 
a treat to add to the celebrations. Come the day, Strolling Magicians, a Jazz group and a Classical Harpist did us proud 
by wonderfully entertaining the 140 assembled members and guests, including our honoured guest Jo Holmes DL of 
the Lord Lieutenant’s Civic Office, the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Canterbury, Cllrs Terry and Sue Westgate and 
the Mayor and Mayoress of Tunbridge Wells, Cllrs James and Janet Scholes. Added to this the excellent ‘High Tea’ and a 
general aura of ‘togetherness’, prompted many members to take the opportunity of moving out into the late afternoon 
sunshine for a very pleasant end to the day. An informal gathering, foregoing speeches or a ‘top table’ resulted in an 
almost idyllic atmosphere. Thanks to the above mentioned gentlemen along with Bernard Thompson (also of TTW 
branch) and several others who worked ‘behind the scenes’ to make this a very special occasion; in addition sincere 
thanks to all members for their support over recent times in helping to keep the Association alive and well and provide a 
reason to celebrate!

Saluere!

David Woodnott

Association Garden Party



The Association’s Annual Church Service took place on Sunday 29th September 2019 at the Church of St Peter & St Paul 
in Swanscombe. Our County Chaplain, Reverend Mark Hurley, took the service which was supported by 35 Members 
in the congregation. Unfortunately, there were a further six of our Members who were unable to attend after suffering 
health problems.

The Association’s Secretary and Deputy Chairman, Mrs Sally Waters, provided a very clear overview of the Association’s 
past year’s achievements and highlighted the County events: Spring Lunch, AGM, Afternoon Garden Party, Blessing 
of the Waters, the Garth Service and, of course, this Church Service. Sally also called for more focus to be put on 
the Association website (www.amkkm.org.uk), and thanked our Webmaster, Tim Meadley, for all his hard work on 
this important asset which he has developed. Sally appealed for all Members to actively use this important point of 
information on the County’s, as well as Branches’, activities and notices.

Tim Meadley then presented the Holm Oak bough to the Reverend Mark Hurley for the Service.

The Medway President, Mrs Sheila Underdown gave the First Reading which was a very insightful poem entitled “Apple 
Blossom” by Louise MacNeice and Group Captain Trevor Dole, President of Whitstable Branch, delivered the Second 
Reading, Romans 8, and after the Choir Anthem, Reverend Mark Hurley delivered the Address after the Choir Anthem.

After the Service the Congregation gathered around the Memorial in the churchyard for Reflections whilst Sally placed 
the Holm Oak Bough at the foot of the Memorial. Everybody then made their way to the St Peter & St Paul Church Centre 
for afternoon tea which was excellent! Above are a few images of the Service and more can be found on the website: 
www.amkkm.org.uk

Annual Church Service 2019
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ROUND & ABOUT THE COUNTY

Canterbury Branch Report
JULY         

28 members and friends of the Canterbury branch of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men enjoyed a relaxing coach tour 
on to the Romney Marsh.  With the expert guidance of Liz, from City and Village Tours, we were very well entertained 
and informed on our journey, having begun with a leisurely cup of coffee at Dobbies in Ashford! Liz was a mine of 
information and we all learned a great deal about the rapid population growth in Ashford and were not surprised to hear 
that Ashford now has many business parks and good access to London for commuters. About 150 million years earlier 
the whole of the Weald would have been beneath a great dome of chalk, the remains of millions of marine creatures.  
From East Kent to Hampshire there are many soil types and different types of flora and fauna.  Forests grew and were 
populated by all manner of wild animals. Along our route we took in the sights of Kentish peg tiles and fishscale tilings – 
making the houses look very different to those in our own East Kent.

Of course we couldn’t be on the Romney Marsh without mentioning sheep and learning about the wool trade. In the 
days of Edward III a tax was put on wool: Cloth was measured and weighed and the best 
quality cloth was from Kent.  Queen Elizabeth I was given a length of Kentish grey cloth 
in 1573. We all found it fascinating being driven across parts of the Marsh and we could 
well imagine the activities of the notorious gangs of smugglers in past years and could 
appreciate the mystery of mists and fogs descending over the dykes.  After a quick visit 
to St. Augustine’s Church, Brookland, with its boxed pews and wall painting, depicting 
the martyrdom of Thomas Becket, it was lunch-time and we drove on to Dungeness for a 
tasty fish and chip lunch at The Pilot.  St Augustine’s is best known for its odd, detached 
bell tower, made entirely from wood set alongside. 

Then it was clearly time to hop aboard a train and experience travel on the Romney Hythe and Dymchurch Railway, 
before enjoying a walk through the town of Hythe itself.

AUGUST

In August 28 members visited the lovely gardens of Mount Ephraim, Hernhill, in 
the heart of the Kent countryside, offering stunning views as far as to Sheerness. 
The sun shone for us, the roses were in full bloom and the ducks were out on the 
lake.  How idyllic!

At one time the gardens were tended by 21 gardeners, but now by only two. We 
spent a lovely afternoon in this ‘English Country Garden’ with plenty to observe 
and admire.  

Having explored the extensive gardens we enjoyed a cream tea with home-made scones in the house.  Some of us were 
in the West Wing kitchen where we could see the cooks’ ledgers on display.  The house itself is very large and has been in 
the possession of the Dawes family for many generations.

We all came away feeling very relaxed and everyone agreed that we had had a very pleasant afternoon.
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SEPTEMBER

24 members set off from Canterbury on a rather grey, overcast day, but our spirits were not daunted.  We anticipated 
a memorable visit to Eltham Palace and so it proved to be.  Our guide, Owen offered plenty of history to absorb, 
particularly concerning the Great Hall.  It had been a gift to the Prince of Wales in 1295 and the last Royal personage to 
visit the palace had been Charles I. Major changes were made to the building in the 1930s when it passed in to the hands 
of the Courtauld family, who had made their money from the manufacture of Rayon.  Around that time it was used for 
amazing parties enjoyed by the high society of the day.  We were all intrigued by the social history and by the beauty of 
the Art Deco furnishing throughout.

There was still time to explore the beautiful gardens before we made the short trip down in to Greenwich for our lunch at 
“The Spanish Galleon” pub.  A chance to chat with our fellow travellers and to enjoy fish and chips or pie, followed by ice 
cream or sticky toffee pudding!!

After lunch and with 20 minutes before our river trip, Owen took a small group on a short stroll along the waterfront, 
whilst others made a quick dash to browse in Greenwich Market.   He showed us the outside of the old Royal Naval 
College, designed by  Christopher Wren and built in the late 17th century on the site of Greenwich Palace, favourite 
home of Henry VIII.  We could see the Queen’s House close by and, on the hill in Greenwich Park, the Royal Observatory, 
two venues that warranted a return visit.  By then it was time to return to meet up with the others and take a trip on the 
river.  

We embarked on the ‘London Rose’ to enjoy some bracing fresh air - and some light drizzle - along the River to the 
Thames Flood Barrier….. a really impressive sight.  Our Captain regaled us with humorous commentary about the River 
and its environs during the cruise, informing us that the O2 Arena can hold 18,500 people, and that the 12 yellow spires 
emerging from the Dome room, were designed to represent a clock face (so very appropriate for Greenwich!).  Most of 
the drinking water for London comes from the Thames – deemed to be the third cleanest industrial river in the world!  
We could not fail to notice that there are numerous luxury apartments under construction beside the River. All too soon 
we were boarding the coach homewards.

OCTOBER

Around 40 members attended the Autumn 
Lunch in October held at Howfield Manor 
Hotel on the outskirts of Canterbury.  It was 
a delightful way to spend an hour or three! 
We enjoyed the 3-course meal (including 
extensive carvery) and appreciated the 
chance to catch up with fellow members 
at leisure.  The inevitable raffle brought out 
winners and losers, but a good time appears 
to have been had by all.

On this occasion we welcomed as our guest 
speaker HHJ Adele Williams, who had served 
as Resident Judge at Canterbury Crown 
Court a couple of years ago.  She gave an 
interesting and entertaining talk about her 
life and how she came to join the judiciary, 
eventually moving to Kent “to assist law and 
order for the Men of Kent and Kentish Men”.  
Branch Chairman Tricia Shephard gave the 
vote of thanks.

PHOTO Committee member George Metcalfe (left) with guests 
Adele Williams and her husband Andrew.
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NOVEMBER

Early in the month we were pleased to welcome Mr. Wallace Murray to speak to us at a 
meeting held in St. Andrew’s church hall.  Mr. Murray speaks on behalf of the RNLI to raise 
awareness of the RNLI and its history.  We were impressed by the number of lifeboat stations 
there are around the UK and Ireland and also the great number of beaches with lifeguards nowadays.  In addition to 
saving lives at sea through lifeboat search and rescue, there is added importance through provision of lifeguards and 
water safety education.   Drowning prevention is a key part of the charity’s work with community safety volunteers 
helping to raise awareness and influence people’s behaviour.   The education volunteers work to ignite the interest of 
children and young people, and teach them how to stay safe.

Later in November, on a slightly damp and drizzly morning, 34 Canterbury Branch members left New Dover Road Park 
and Ride site for a coach trip to London. When we arrived at London Wall, near the Barbican, we were joined by Christine, 
our City and Village Tours guide who gave our driver, Shaun, directions to Kennedy’s Fish and Chips restaurant in 
Clerkenwell.  We then enjoyed a lovely freshly-cooked lunch of fish and chips with mushy peas, followed by coffee or tea.

Then it was off to King’s Road, Chelsea by coach for the highlight of the day: a visit to the 
Saatchi Gallery to view the exhibition ‘Tutankhamun – Treasures of the Golden Pharaoh.’   
The artefacts were quite breath-taking; some have never been out of Egypt before and 
it was a privilege to be able to see them at very close quarters.  We stayed in the gallery 
for almost two hours and then it was back on the coach to drive around London’s streets, 
while Christine pointed out places of interest relating to Lord Caernarvon, who had funded 
the excavation to find Tutankhamun’s burial chamber in 1922. As part of the tour we 
viewed the Christmas lights along Piccadilly, Regent Street, Bond Street, before arriving at 
Somerset House for a refreshment stop where we could watch the ice skaters or enjoy a 
little retail therapy in the Fortnum and Mason Christmas store.  

Finally, we boarded the coach once again to say farewell to Christine before heading back 
to Canterbury.  We were all of one mind – that it had been a hugely successful and highly 
enjoyable day.

DECEMBER

Canterbury Golf Club was the chosen venue for this year’s 
‘pre-Christmas’ lunch for the Canterbury branch, and what a 
successful choice it proved to be.  Over 50 members attended 
on a sunny Sunday and the atmosphere was very convivial!  
There was time to chat to old friends and to meet  new ones 
over a pre-lunch drink before sitting down to a 3 course meal 
(including, naturally, Turkey and Christmas pudding for those 
who wanted to be traditional).  Members were welcomed to the 
Party by Branch Chairman Tricia Shephard and grace was said 
by Revd. Derek Mottershead, a member of the Committee.  The 
atmosphere was conducive to conversation – and the exchange 
of memories of Christmases past, amidst the crackers, hats and 
zany mottoes! 

Branch President Muriel Jennings thanked the catering staff 
and those who had been so attentive in serving our meal. We 
certainly returned home replete and happy with the echoes of 
“We wish you a merry Christmas” resounding in our ears.  Our 
thanks go to Lorna McDuff who took on the planning for a very 
successful lunch party.

None of these events would take place without the hard work of 
our Branch Officers and Committee and we are very grateful to 
them all.  Our 2020 programme will be distributed to members 
early in the new year.

Sheila Cragg (with additional contributions from Branch 
Secretary Lorna McDuff)
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Chislehurst & NW Kent Branch Report

In October, we had a fish & chip meal followed by a quiz. As is usual this was well attended. The quizmaster had some 
great questions such as...

1) Which underground station was the first to have escalators fitted ?
2) Which year did the jumbo jet enter commercial service ?
3) What is the capital of Nigeria ?

On Remembrance Sunday we lay wreaths at the War memorials in Chislehurst and Swanley , followed by a lunch at The 
Bull.

The wreaths had this inscription;

The Association of Men of Kent and Kentish Men
Honours with gratitude and pride,
the sons and daughters of Kent
who offered the ultimate sacrifice
to ensure others could live with freedom.

Our Christmas lunch was held at Camden Place, Chislehurst. Now the location of Chislehurst Golf Club, it was the one 
time home of Napoleon III and his court when they were exiled from Paris following the French defeat at the battle of 
Sedan in 1870. Forty two members attended our flagship event where we celebrated Christmas and look forward to 
our 2020 programme. The guest was Martin Cleave Musical Director of the Pleasant Sunday Afternoon Orchestra, a well 
established local orchestra celebrating their centenary in 2019. Martin gave an illuminating talk about the history of the 
orchestra and in 2020 we will be hosting them for a concert in May- do join us !

Andrew Williams, Chairman

Answers to Questions -   Earls Court / 1970 / Abuja

Deal & Walmer Branch Report

On Saturday 19th October 2019 Deal & Walmer Branch’s Trafalgar Day Commemorative 
Service took place. Distinguished guests, members and friends gathered to commemorate 
The Battle of Trafalgar which took place 114 years ago. 

The service was lead by Father Roger Marsh and Ron Williams was Parade Marshall, in 
attendance was Mr Bill Fawcus - Deputy Lieutenant of Kent, The Chairman of Dover District Council - Cllr Michael Conolly, 
Cllr Eileen Rowbotham - Mayor of Deal, Cllr Gordon Cowen - Mayor of Dover,

Mr Nick Tomaszewski representing the Federation of the Cinque Ports, Mr Chris Hobbs East representing the Guild of 
Macebearers along with The Deal & Dover Sea Cadet. Our own County Chairman Mr David Woodnott and his wife Sharon 
also joined us along with a congregation of 70 

Unfortunately on this occasion HMS KENT was unable to attend, nevertheless, Lieutenant Commander James John, sent 
apologies on behalf of Ships Company as they are in the Strait of Hormuz providing support to UK shipping in the region. 
During her closing address, Branch Chairman, Carol Stickler said that today, especially today, we give thanks for the 
courage and good service of countless generations of sailors who have and continue to defend and uphold the safety of 
the seas of these islands and felt sure that all would join the Branch in sending HMS KENT our very best wishes and hope 
for calm sea and safe waters.

Three excellent readings were arranged for the service once again by Mr Keith Haines, which gave great insight into the 
events of The Battle of Trafalgar, the Readings were read by Mr Bill Fawcus, Deputy Lieutenant of Kent, Mr Mike Conolly, 
Chairman of Dover District Council and Mr Nick Tomaszewski, Cinque Ports Mayor’s Association.

TRAFALGAR DAY SERVICE 2019
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Mrs Carol Stickler
Deal & Walmer Branch Chairman.

Prayers were included in the Service, John Hardy, Submariner Rt’d recited Nelson’s Prayer, The Royal Naval Prayer was 
read by Alan Tinker - Dover and Deal Cadets Officer, Bob Davies RM Rt’d said the Royal Marines Prayer, The Wrens’ Prayer 
by Judy Hardy and the Prayer for Kent by Carol Stickler.

John Elms and Malcolm Gibbons, Deal & Walmer Branch members read the Exhortation and the Kohima Epitaph 
respectively. Last Post and Reveille was sounded by Mr Nigel Bogue from the Victory Wartime Band. Our thanks also went 
to the 9 Standard Bearers who joined us in their finery; their presence was much appreciated.

On completion of the service Wreaths were laid at the altar and later placed at The Calvary in the Garden of Rest.

On completion of the Service a delicious buffet lunch, which was provided by The Spires in Deal High St, along with a 
glass of wine was enjoyed in the Church Hall.

Deal & Walmer Branch would like to thank “Head Quarters” for the funding made available for the event and we look 
forward to seeing members of the Association again next year supporting a County Event.

DEAL AND WALMER BRANCH CHRISTMAS BANGERS & MASH 5TH DECEMBER 2019

40 Members and Guests enjoyed our annual Bangers & Mash Christmas Party at the Three Compasses on Deal seafront. 
Once again Nick & Eve and their Team produced a splendid supper of Bangers & Mash, baked beans and onion gravy 
followed by a delicious Christmas Florentine tart and ice cream. 

Carol extended a very warm welcome to all and we were delighted to have with us our friends from Medway, Peter, 
Sybil, Brian and Lorna and our friends from Canterbury Branch Ken, Olive, Paul & Brenda. A Toast was extended to all for 
a very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Healthy New Year and there was a special toast to Diane and Alan who were 
celebrating their First Wedding Anniversary on the 8th December, they were wished continuing happiness.

Our request to bring along a wrapped raffle prize resulted in an amazing 32 prizes for the evening, the prize table was 
groaning! Thanks to Malcolm & Jennie for donating a prize even though they were unable to join us this year and the 
wonderful total of £135 was raised for Branch funds from the raffle, thanks to Bob and John for once again calling the 
seemingly endless raffle numbers.

Thanks also went to Judy for the place name cards, all with a lovely Christmas theme and it was quite funny that Ken was 
on the Snowman Table... he had his Snowman jumper on, all very festive, well done Ken!

We look forward to once again seeing all our members and friends in the New Year, best wishes to you all.

Faversham Branch Report

Faversham Branch just about managed to hold events this half year. We have a declining membership which will worsen 
in the New Year as several members have said they will not renew.

In August, Faversham branch hosted the Woodgate Shield bat and trap match. Seven teams took part including three 
from Medway and one each from Sittingbourne and Whitstable in two mini-leagues. These were won by Faversham and 
Sittingbourne. In the final, Sittingbourne batted first but Faversham could not match their score. Sittingbourne will be 
hosting the match next year on 8th August at the Dancing Dog Saloon, Bobbing.

An intended trip to Greenwich involving a boat trip from Westminster Pier had to be cancelled due to lack of support.
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In October, the speaker meeting was a very interesting talk about the history of the Gravesend to Tilbury Ferry by Rob 
Poole. He had a comprehensive set of maps and photographs including an explanation of the demise of the Princess 
Pocahontas Thames cruises in 2017 due to the bankruptcy of the company after a maritime accident. The event was 
supported by three members from Whitstable.

On Saturday 2nd November, the branch held its annual lunch at The Limes. The catering was very good and much 
enjoyed by all. The event was attended by the Mayor of Faversham, Cllr Alison Reynolds and her consort, Dennis and also 
the Association Chairman, David Woodnott and his wife Sharon.

The branch was represented as usual at the war memorial in Faversham on Remembrance Sunday, this was within the 
General Election period and three of the five candidates were present.

The final event of 2019 was a talk by Martin Heard, an art historian who has visited the branch several times. This was 
supported by two members from Whitstable. The talk covered aspects of the English landscape in paintings by Turner 
and Constable and other artists who had influenced their work together with the ongoing perception of the two artists.

Anne Salmon
Secretary, Faversham Branch

Maidstone Branch Report

Our last report was dedicated to the County’s Spring Lunch, held while the crocuses and daffodils were in full bloom, and 
now here we are, recovering from the Yuletide over-indulgences and the chill we contracted celebrating the New Year.

You, gentle reader can perhaps empathise with these comments but they, in fact, are all what President Trump would 
refer to as ‘fake news’!  The truth of the matter is that the foregoing paragraph, written in the present tense, was written 
in early December in order to meet a deadline in the middle of the month.  Christmas is yet to come!

This means, in fact, that I write with no knowledge of the momentous decisions and matters which are scheduled to 
take place with the turn of the year.  I am blissfully unaware of the result of the General Election. I know not who the new 
Prime Minister is and what political flag is flying over Westminster.  Where do we stand in relation to the European Union?  
Did we have snow for Christmas?

It is very frustrating trying to say something interesting in this column in the knowledge that just about everything will 
pale into insignificance after 12 December.  And so, all I can say is that the Maidstone Branch had a steady Summer.  We 
had our usual monthly coffee and speaker mornings (the presentation by Guy Bartlett on the Red Arrows was extremely 
good).  The French themed ‘Bouffe de la prise de la Bastille’ saw a good turnout of suitably attired members and the 
air was delicately tinged with the aroma of onions (les Gauloises being défendues).  French delicacies, French wine 
and other divertissements added to the enjoyment.    Something similar is being planned for 2020, possibly targeting 
another suitable geographic and cultural population.

At this point I will sign off as I am contemplating going into hibernation for a month or two.  I’ll be back once things have 
settled down a bit.  In the meantime, I wish a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year to all my readers.

Roy Ingleton

Medway Branch Report

June 2019

It was June and our delayed Quiz Night had arrived! It was time to test our grey cells to see if any are left after five 
months of enjoyable activities. We were privileged to have Gerry Wetherell and his wife Jill from Sittingbourne who 
hosted our Quiz Night and what a superb Quiz Night it was too! We had circa fifty Members taking part and the heat 
generated from their brains meant we had to open the windows to cool us down! Seriously though, the questions Gerry 
had set gave everyone’s brains a good workout and everybody enjoyed the evening. During the interval we served a 
tasty Ploughman’s organised by our Committee and all tucked in!
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July 2019

This month we visited West Sussex on a City & Village trip to see the “Sussex Coastal Curios”. We were accompanied by 
Carol, our Guide who provided a detailed background of where we visited. Firstly, we had coffee & biscuits in the 17th 
Century Castle Inn Hotel located in the beautiful village of Bramber then took a short coach ride to Lancing where we 
visited the architectural masterpiece, the soaring Gothic Chapel of Lancing College and Carol run through the history of 
this incredible building which gave us a “real feel” for the story behind this unfinished building! 

We then returned to Bramber for a superb lunch before travelling to the English Martyrs Catholic Church in Goring 
which boasts a reproduction of the ceiling in Michelangelo’s Sistine Chapel. The ceiling took five years to create and was 
achieved by one man, Gary Bevans (now one of the Deacons to the Parish), who alone painted it. One of the local Church 
Volunteers gave a presentation on the history of this very unusual church. After this we travelled to Worthing seafront 
where some of us took advantage of a ride on the WOW (Worthing Observation Wheel), which has just opened, and then 
some of us treated ourselves to the obligatory seaside ice cream cone with a Chocolate Flake! After which we made our 
way home after a very enjoyable & interesting day.

August 2019

On the 1st of August twenty-two of us ventured out on a five-day holiday trip to the Cotswolds with Brookline Coaches. 
It was the first time our Branch had organised a trip of this nature and agreed the trip provided excellent value for 
money. We stayed at Blunsdon House Hotel, Blunsdon from where we visited Sudeley Castle, Broadway, Chavenage 
House (where Poldark was filmed), Cirencester then a canal trip on the Gloucester & Sharpness Canal with time to visit 
Gloucester centre. On the way to Blunsdon we enjoyed a lunch stop in Newbury and on our home return we spent some 
time in Windsor. All in all, with the weather being kind, we enjoyed a very full five days and above are a couple of images 
but you can see many more on our website, www.medway.amkkm.org.uk in the section Photo Album.

Every August we hold a Garden Party in Lorna & Brian Culver’s garden. This year we had planned a Dickens theme with 
a full programme across the afternoon. The charity we are supporting this year, the Kent MS Therapy Centres, were 
providing a Speaker to tell us more about the charity, our Bat & Trap competition for the Acorn Cup & a new competition 
for the “Has-Bean” Trophy ( “Cornhole” Bean Bag throwing game) as well as an “Am Dram” section on Dickens organised 
by our Vice Chair, Ray Welch, plus a comprehensive Buffet! Unfortunately, the weather decided outdoor activities were 
not the order of the day and we had to cancel the Party! The only positive to come out of this was we found a charity in 
Maidstone, the Maidstone Day Centre for Homeless People, who took all our perishable food to serve to those homeless 
people who frequented their premises. Medway entered three teams again for the Woodgate Shield Bat & Trap in 
Oare but alas the competition was too much for us as Sittingbourne wrested the Shield from the holders Faversham, 
both teams showing great skill in the finals. Still “never mind” was our motto as we enjoyed the Buffet laid on after the 
competition. Why not have a look at some of the images of the day on the Medway Website: www.medway.amkkm.org.uk 
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October 2019

This month we at Medway enjoyed another one of our Annual Black-Tie Dinners held at the Rivers Restaurant at the 
Upchurch Golf Club. We have held this and other events at this venue for many years now as the service and food quality 
is excellent. In all there were 56 of us sharing in this enjoyable evening which included the Deputy Mayor of Medway, 
Councillor Steve Iles and his wife Councillor Josie Iles, our County Chairman, David Woodnott and his wife Sharon, the 
County Chaplain, Reverend Mark Hurley and his Colleague, Marion Needham (who organised our superb Buffet after the 
Annual Church Service), plus Janet & Peter Dunford, Members from Maidstone. Unfortunately, three of our Members who 
were going to attend had to drop out at the last minute because of ill health. We were entertained this year by Rick Stills 
who found the spot with music from the late 50s and 60s and we were able to take advantage of the dance floor for a 
bit of nostalgic dancing from that era. We also held a raffle which raised funds for our chosen Charity this year, Kent MS 
Therapy Centres, which has helped to raise funds for a much-needed donation.

November 2019

Over thirty Medway Members attended the annual Remembrance Service at Rochester Cathedral and one of our long-
standing Members, Maureen Thorne, laid Medway’s Wreath at Rochester’s War Memorial which stands next to Rochester 
Cathedral. After the commemoration we made our way to The Three Crutches for a very enjoyable lunch. 

For our normal monthly meeting we were treated to a talk by Stuart Robinson entitled “The River Thames - London’s 
Liquid History”. An interesting presentation, illustrating why London developed as it did, because of the River Thames. 
The history he outlined told the story and almost all of us learnt new facts about London. The talk was excellent as well as 
illuminating!

Peter Wyatt

September 2019

We had a wonderful trip to Faversham this month. 
We made a visit to Shepherd Neame for a tour of the 
Brewery, which was both informative and interesting 
after which we sampled three different brews with an 
explanation of each sample bringing life to the tasting. 
Once we had finished this imbibing, we settled down to 
an excellent lunch which they had laid on for us. Without 
exception everyone in our group said how much they 
enjoyed the tour then the lunch, and below are a few 
images of the visit. 

After the Brewery visit, we made our way to Macknade, 
the award winning Fine Food Hall in Faversham where 
we able to peruse all the delightful food on offer (& 
spend some money purchasing some!) plus enjoying an 
afternoon Tea & Cake in their Cafeteria before making 
our way home. All in all, a thoroughly enjoyable day!
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At the end of June twenty-nine brave members – including two Medway infiltrators – enjoyed an overnight visit to the 
beautiful city of Bruges. Good food, good company, good shopping opportunities and wonderful buildings and canals 
all added to the experience, although only two travellers managed to reach the top of the Belfort Tower! Overnight visits 
will definitely be part of our annual programme from now on!

Our annual Strawberry Tea at Lynsted was graced by lovely warm sunshine, with the 40 or so members all searching for 
seats in the shade. Once again we are indebted to Susannah Butcher for the use of her lovely garden and many teapots; 
unfortunately this may be the last in this lovely location as Susannah is planning to incorporate Oberammergau in her 
summer itinerary next year – perhaps she can organise DHL to deliver her gorgeous cakes to us!

In August we were visited by Martyn Reeves who gave an illuminating talk on the history of the Wisdom Hospice, the 
service that it currently provides and the work of the Friends of the Wisdom Hospice that he currently runs to enable the 
funds to be raised to keep the Hospice thriving.

September saw our second Autumn Lunch at Upchurch Golf Club – its popularity and the service and food on offer will 
ensure that this also becomes a fixed event on our annual programme. Thirty-two diners greatly enjoyed their lunch and 
conversation and laughter flowed freely.

We had a talk on the work of the Air Traffic Controllers in October, which offered a fascinating insight into their work and 
amazed us all by the number of planes in the air at any one time. Judging by the number of questions at the end, the 
interest of members was certainly aroused, and most importantly, all were re-assured that it is actually still safe to fly!

Finally, in November we had a return visit from Melanie Barton-Gibson who once again entertained and informed us 
with her talk on ‘From Passchendaele to Peace’, a most appropriate occasion to mark the Remembrance weekend. Her 
command of her subject, her ability to talk for an hour with minimal notes and the photographs and personal insights all 
make Melanie one of our most popular speakers.

It would be remiss of me not to mention our appearance at the Woodgate Shield competition at Oare in August, which 
resulted in us being crowned champions for the first time in many years. No one was more surprised than the team 
members – one of the less appealing aspects of this performance is the dubious pleasure of organising next year’s 
competition!

Gerry Wetherell

Sittingbourne & Milton Branch Report

Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells Branch Report

The branch continues to trundle along slowly towards its centenary in 2021. Our coffee mornings are generally well 
attended and enjoyed by all. They are held most months on the first Thursday of the month at the Hilden Manor at 11am. 
The next one is due to take place on 6th February followed by the 6th March. The AGM will probably take place on Friday 
27th March, but this is yet to be confirmed. Because some of our members are unable to attend events in the winter 
evenings, we will hold a coffee morning on 2nd April, the week after the AGM. After that they will be held on 7th May and 
4th June. We will miss out July and August unless there is a demand and resume on 3rd September, 1st October and 5th 
November with the branch Christmas Lunch on 26th November. Again we will give a miss on 3rd December unless there 
is a demand for the event that day. This year the branch Christmas Lunch took place on Thursday November 28th at the 
Rose and Crown Hotel in Tonbridge. Everyone who attended proclaimed it to be a great success. This is the fourth year 
that the event has been held and is now set to become a regular feature.

On April 23rd this year we held a St George’s Day Lunch for the first time. This too was a success although the numbers 
attending were low due to the lateness of the decision to hold it. Following the success of the Christmas Lunch it was 
decided that April 23rd should again be celebrated with a lunch at the Rose and Crown in 2020. The event will not 
be restricted to branch members but in order to ensure that everyone has a choice of menu, we will need to know in 
advance if non branch members intend to come so that they can be sent the selection form in good time. 

Please contact the branch chairman on: amkkm.ttw@btinternet.com or by phone on: 01732 832396.

Bernard Thompson, Branch Chairman

16 17



Weald Branch Report

In July we arranged a guided tour of Godington House. Two of our members (Pam Wait and Doreen Healey) are guides at 
the house and they took round one group of members whilst two of their colleagues took round the other group. It was 
a glorious summer’s day and after the tour and a buffet lunch, we were then free to explore the wonderful grounds at 
Godington. All in all a great success!

In August we returned once again to Ivychuch Croquet Club to learn the finer points of playing the game of croquet. 
The club’s members provided us with tuition and then organised a competition won by Paul and Dianne Jackson. After 
the playing had finished, the club members laid on a delightful tea for us. Many thanks to Paddy Croxford (one of our 
members) and to the members of the Club for their help.

The September Event was to The Milligan Theatre Rye College.The Rye annual prom night was led by three very 
enthusiastic singers and a wonderful organist. The audience need very little encouragement to join in singing and flag 
waving. An extremely patriotic evening was enjoyed by all.

In October we held a coffee morning at the Art Deco refreshment rooms at Tenterden Town railway station. As well as 
being a social event the purpose of the event was to garner members’ views on events and outings they would like to see 
in our future programmes. Around forty members attended and a large and varied number of suggestions were made 
and noted for future reference.

In November twenty three members travelled to Folkestone Indoor Bowls Club for an afternoon of tuition and bowls 
practice. They were welcomed by members of the Bowls Club who gave them tuition and basic training in how best to 
deliver their ball and try and get it as near as possible to the target. Some were more adept and successful than others 
but it proved to be a fun and worthwhile session. The hour and a half spent on the indoor greens was followed by an 
excellent two course meal prepared by the Club’s own catering staff. 

This year we decided not to hold a Christmas lunch, instead opting for a winter lunch in January. In its place we arranged 
a guided walk around the newly revamped St. Pancras and Kings Cross area. Thirty five members attended and, as a 
result, we were split into two groups. We had two great guides and, as an added bonus, a wonderful sunny, crisp winter’s 
day. The area is fascinating, both in terms of its history and its recent and ongoing development. It proved to be a great 
success and I’m sure similar walks will feature in our future programmes.

Greg Parkin, Chairman

In May, as part of the continued co-operation between the Royal Air Forces Association Faversham Branch and the 
Whitstable Branch of the AMKKM and to fully utilise places on transport, several members visited the RAF Museum at 
Biggin Hill.

On 4th July we hosted Blessing the Waters which was conducted by Rev Simon Tillotson. This was followed as usual 
by dinner at the Marine Hotel, which was attended by the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Canterbury who were our 
Guests of Honour. Members from six other branches also supported this event.

At the July Coffee Morning, a talk and demonstration on Medical Detection Dogs was given by Claire Pearson 
accompanied by her dog ‘Pal’.

The Association Garden Party at Hadlow Manor Hotel in July was attended by 27 members from the Branch. Due to the 
uncertainty of the weather, this was largely held indoors. Whilst enjoying the tea and good company, members were 
entertained by musicians and magic tricks.

The Branch fielded two teams for the Bat and Trap Woodgate Shield Competition held again at Oare.  On a warm but 
blustery August afternoon with a continuing threat of showers they played valiantly but sadly failed to reach the final.

Chartwell was visited in August, again organised by the Faversham Branch of the Royal Air Forces Association who gave 
spare places to the AMKKM. The members who attended were full of praise for the welcome by the RAFA.

Whitstable Branch Report
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With the days getting shorter, the last Bat and Trap session of the season was followed by the team enjoying a meal 
together at the Golden Lion, our home ground and watering hole. Although we had not done so well this year in the 
Woodgate Shield Competition, a lot of fun had been had during the regular Friday practices and we managed to survive 
the season with only one minor injury

The speaker at the September Coffee Morning was Colin Relf, a local Bee Keeper who gave a most interesting and 
informative talk on Bee Keeping, supported by a demonstration of the equipment required for setting up a hive and 
production of honey. Many questions were asked by the audience. Following the results of a tasting session, several jars 
of honey were subsequently purchased. It was considered to have been one of the most enjoyable talks this year so far.

Our annual Duck Race evening took place in September under the expert control of our ‘Duck Master’ Bob Dole. 
Members from Medway Branch and the Ashford Camcorders Club were made very welcome. Fish and Chips was served 
and regardless of win or lose, a great evening was enjoyed by all

On Sunday 29th September, five members of the Branch attended the Annual Service of Thanksgiving and Dedication 
at St Peter and St Pauls Church, Swanscombe. The service was conducted by the Rev Mark Hurley In has most inimitable 
style, this was followed by an excellent tea in the Church Hall.

Also in September we sadly lost our longest-enrolled member, Joan (Jane) Masse, at the age of 92. Jane had given thirty 
years of loyal service to the Branch, particularly as Treasurer. She was active until last year when she entered a rest home.

Fred Chapman MBE
Publicity Officer
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January 2020 Branch Time Event 

 Weald  Winter lunch 

15th January Medway  New Year’s Lunch – Upchurch Valley Golf Club 

15th January Whitstable 10.30am Coffee morning – Parish Hall 

18th January Chislehurst 1.00pm Informal lunch - Nene Café, 111 High Street, Chislehurst, BR7 5AG 

31st January Maidstone  Tax, Care and Toy Boys (Daniel Pinder) 

 
 
 

February 2020 Branch Time Event 

 Weald  Quiz night 

 12th February Faversham 8.00pm AGM and social evening – Fleur de Lis Hall 

 12th February Medway 7.30pm Annual Duck Race (including fish & chips) – All Saints Parish Hall, Frindsbury 

15th February Chislehurst       2.30pm AGM, followed by refreshments by Lorna – Chislehurst Methodist Church, Prince Imperial 
Road, Chislehurst, BR7 5LX 

18th February Whitstable 1.00pm Lunch – Golden Lion 

18th February Canterbury 2.30pm Talk by Patsy Erskine-Hill ‘’The Georgians: Polite and not so polite Society in 18th Century 
England – St. Andrews Church Hall, £8pp 

28th February Maidstone  Kentish Craft (Jim Preston) 
 
 
 

March 2020 Branch Time Event 

 Weald  Visit to Crossness Pumping Station 

 11th March Faversham 8.00pm ‘The Tidal Thames’, an illustrated talk by Mark Lewis – Fleur de Lis Hall 

 11th March Medway 7.30pm Branch AGM, followed by cheese & wine supper – All Saints Parish Hall, Frindsbury 

14th March Chislehurst 11.00am Wallace Collection – Meet in the entrance lobby, Manchester Square, London W1U 3BN 

14th March Canterbury  Coach trip to London with a City & Village tour: ‘’Snap, Crackle & Pop’’ – The Museum 
of Brands 

18th March Whistable 10.30am AGM – Parish Hall 

27th March Maidstone  AGM 

28th March Faversham 7.30pm ‘Nosh & Knowledge’ evening, Teams of eight or six £7 p.p. – United Church Hall, 
Preston Street 
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The listed ‘’Coming Events’’ are as supplied by the relevant Branches. The majority of these events are open 
to members of other Branches; if you would like to attend any event run by another Branch, please contact 

the relevant Branch Secretary (your Branch Secretary will have current contact details 
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April 2020 Branch Time Event 

  Weald  AGM 

15th April  Medway 7.30pm Beetle Drive plus Mini Music Quiz, followed by tea & biscuits – All Saints Parish Hall, 
Frindsbury 

18th April  Chislehurst 12.00pm Chartwell National Trust, meet at the café, Mapleton Road, Westerham TN16 1PS. 
 

21st April Whitstable 1.00pm 
 

Lunch – Golden Lion 

22nd April Canterbury  AGM and charity cheque presentation, with talk by Leonie Sellinger on stained glass 
conservation 

23rd April Deal & Walmer 
 

 St. George’s Day dinner – Waterfront Hotel (36 covers) 

24th April Maidstone  Pestolozi (Sue Walton) 

25th April County Event 12.30pm Association Spring Lunch, Chestfield Rugby Club.   

27th April County Event 11.00am Association Management Committee meeting – Dog & Bear, Lenham 

 
 

May 2020 Branch Time Event 

 Weald  Spring Walk 

 Weald  Brick Lane (60 years of the London Palladium) 

 4-8th May Canterbury  Spring holiday to Warners Littlecote House, nr. Hungerford 

13th May Medway 7.30pm ‘’A Light Musical Evening’’ by Margaret Watson (Harpist), followed by finger buffet. 
All Saints Parish Hall, Frindsbury 

16th May Faversham  Coach Trip – Details TBA 

17th May Chislehurst 3.00pm Pleasant Sunday Afternoon Orchestra, followed by refreshments by Lorna – Chislehurst 
Methodist Church, Prince Imperial Road, Chislehurst BR7 5LX 

20th May Whitstable 10.30am Coffee Morning – Parish Hall 

29th May Maidstone  Kent Hall Houses (Richard Marsden) 

 
 

June 2020 Branch Time Event 

  Weald  Bat and Trap 

10th June Medway  Coach trip to Weald & Downland Museum – including lunch 

11th June Canterbury  Lunch at Howfield Manor or Boughton Golf Club, with speaker 

16th June Whitstable 1.00pm Lunch – Golden Lion 

 20th June Chislehurst 1.00pm Informal lunch – Miller & Carter Restaurant, Pickhurst Lane, West Wickham, BR4 0HH 

 20th June County Event 11.30am Asspciation AGM followed by lunch – Upchurch Golf Club, Upchurch, Sittingbourne ME9 
7AY 

26th June Maidstone  Kent Police Crime Commissioner (Matthew Scott) 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2018  

20 21



    
  
 

July 2020 Branch Time Event 

  Weald  Garden Party 

9th July Canterbury  Caoch trip to Windsor with guided tour of Great Park and visit to Savill Gardens 

12th July Maidstone  Bastille Day at 10 Cranbourne Avenue 

15th July Whitstable 10.30am Coffee morning – Parish Hall 

15th July Medway 7.30pm Talk entitled ‘Battle of Britain’ by Guy Bartlett, followed by tea & biscuits – All Saints Parish 
Hall, Frindsbury 

17th July Chislehurst 11.00am English Heritage, Eltham Palace, Court Yard, London, SE9 5QE – Meet in the cafe 

23rd July Whitstable  Blessing the Waters 

28th July County Event 11.00am Association Management Committee meeting, Dog & Bear, Lenham 

 
August 2020 Branch Time Event 

 Weald ` Croquet 

8th August County Event  Association’s Woodgate Shield Bat & Trap match, organised by Sittingbourne branch, 
At The Dancing Dog Saloon, Bobbing 
 12th August Medway  Acorn Cup Bat & Trap competition, with lunch first – at The Three Crutches, Strood 

18th August Whitstable 1.00pm Lunch – Golden Lion 

22nd August Chislehurst 1.00pm Informal lunch – Ye Olde Whyte Lion, Farnborough Common, Locksbottom, BR6 8NE 

28th August Maidstone  The Trials and Tribulations of a Public Speaker (Barbara Stevens) 

 
 

September 2020 Branch Time Event 

   Weald  Wine Tour 

16th September  Medway  Coach trip to 80th Anniversary of Battle of Britain Memorials at Hawkinge and Capel Le 
Ferne 

16th September  Whitstable 10.30am Coffee morning – Parish Hall 

19th September  Chislehurst 10.00am Coach trip to Hever Castle, Coach - £20 (from Sainsburys Chislehurst), Castle & Gardens £19. 
To book contact Andrew on 07736 942526  

25th September  Maidstone  Fun & Games – backstage at the 2012 Olympic games (Chris Hall) 
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We wish you all a Happy & Healthy New Year!


